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Synopsis

Known for its clear narrative voice and impeccable scholarship, Alan Brinkley’s best-selling program
for the U.S. survey course invites students to think critically about the many forces that continually
create the Unfinished Nation that is the United States. In a concise but wide-ranging narrative,
Brinkley shows the diversity and complexity of the nation and our understanding of its history--one
that continues to evolve both in the events of the present and in our reexamination of new evidence
and perspectives on the past. This edition features a series of Patterns of Popular Culture essays,
as well as expanded coverage of pre-Columbian America, new America in the World essays, and
updated coverage of recent events and developments that demonstrates how a new generation

continues to shape the American story.
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Customer Reviews

"The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People, Sixth Edition" is book on
American History written by Alan Brinkley, an American historian who has taught for over twenty
years at Columbia University. The title The Unfinished Nation implies the remarkable diversity of
America despite the many efforts to build a single nation. Throughout history, America is constantly
changing and Brinkley captures the views of historians and allows the reader to develop their own
conclusions based on facts.| was required to read this book for a U.S. History class. Originally not

interested in history, | found the readings actually enjoyable, easy to understand, and complete with



details of each event. Each chapter starts with a timeline stating important events mentioned in the
chapter. Every timeline provides a visual understanding how each event is contextually connected
and related. In addition to the timelines, multiple pictures including detailed explanations exist
throughout the book. At the end of each chapter, there is a conclusion and summary with an
extensive reading list containing the topics stated in that chapter. Each chapter starts a new
development and complete history of America’s past.This book progresses chronologically, covers
the first encounters with Native Americans in the 1500’s, and ends with the compromise of 1877. In
the first chapter, Brinkley discusses the initial discovery of America:"The discovery of Americas did
not begin with Christopher Columbus. It began many thousand years earlier, when humans first
crossed into the new continents and began to people them. Be the end of the fifteenth century A.D.,
when the first important contact with Europeans occurred, the Americas were the home of millions
of men and women (Brinkley).
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